
Spanish and English Products

Statement of the Issue
Some Spanish and English language versions of some products are being issued under the same
WMO heading. 

Discussion
The current policy and WMO standards do not provide for differentiation of the text languages. 
In certain products the same heading is used for both language versions.  Users of NWS products
are having problems differentiating between which version they are receiving (Spanish or
English) and therefore which version they are transmitting to their customers.  This issue 
currently exists with products issued by San Juan, Puerto Rico.  Since users have informed us of
this problem, future changes to the WMO headings of products issued in Spanish and English
language versions have been suspended pending resolution.

Proposals
* Continue implementation with the existing policy without deviation.  To differentiate the

difference between the two versions of the two language products, the user of the product
will have to key on both the WMO heading and the AWIPS Identifier.  This allows for
differentiation between the two versions.  We realize this may cause a problem for those
users whose software is not yet set to decode the AWIPS Identifier.  To assist in this
change, the NWS will furnish appropriate WMO headings and AWIPS Identifiers.  

* Adopt a different and unique set of WMO headings for the Spanish language versions. 
This would be a deviation from the existing policy and may cause a conflict with an
existing product.

* Use a different product category (NNN) in the AWIPS Identifier.  This still presumes that
all users can properly process the AWIPS Identifier.

* Other solutions?

Impacts/Input
Are any of the above proposals feasible?  What are the impacts on your operations?  What
additional information can we supply to assist you?
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Hope was to have all changes complete prior to now

                                      NOT THERE!
AWIPS operational use very close
Need to concentrate on NWS field generated products
Existing Phase plan no longer adequate
Previous agreement for two weeks notice of changes
Plan to issue weekly notifications with two week lag to
implementation.
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First implementation Tuesday, May 18 1500TC.
First notification list by Tuesday May S.
Previously published algorithm will be used.
Updated cross references will be provided
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No language provision in WMO or NWS Comms Identifier
policies 
Current policy would assign same WMO heading and
different AWIPS Identifier 
Policy partially implemented - ON HOLD!

                                          OPTIONS:
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P Continue existing policy 

P Semi-unique headings - use WMO regional designation 

P Other proposals?



                                          ISSUES:

Need for deviation? - English WMO headings not unique
20 series headings different but not unique
If left unchanged - conflicts with other products
Resolution needs to be implemented by June
Existing policy - both products with one WIVIO heading
Semi-unique - conflicts with filtering on ii
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